
SOUL OF MEXICO TOURS
EL CAMINO REAL DE LA TIERRA ADENTRO

TOUR ITINERARY

Day 1

We will depart Mexico City by 7 AM sharp.  This morning, we will have 
breakfast in the colonial city of Queretaro, and spend the next few hours 
exploring the heart of the city, including the famous Aqueduct, Templo y 
Excontento de San Augustin, and the Cathedral of Queretaro.  From 
Queretaro, we will head to San Miguel de Allende on time to check in and 
have dinner.

Day 2

We will depart San Miguel de Allende after breakfast, heading to Canada de 
la Virgen Archaeological Site.  Here we will meet Dr. Rosana Quizo Ennis 
for a specialized tour of this stie, followed by lunch and tour of the adjacent 
museum.  Following lunch, we will enjoy an afternoon of free time in San 
Miguel de Allende.

Day 3

This morning we will depart San Miguel de Allende by 9 AM, stopping first 
at the UNESCO Protected Sanctuario de Jesus Nazareno in Atotonilco.  We 
will enjoy our morning at the Hot Springs here.  By 2 PM, we will depart 
Atotonilco for Dus Buhos Winery for a tour and wine sampling.  We will 
arrive in Mineral de Pozos on time to check into our hotel and have dinner.

Day 4
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This morning we will visit Luis Cruz of Casa del Venado Azul, and enjoy a 
short demonstration of his intriguing and high quality pre-Hispanic 
instruments.  Next we will visit Mina San Rafael, where guests can actually 
enter one of the mines.  We will then head to Santa Brigida Ex Hacienda & 
Mine ruins on our way out of town.  This site is an extraordinary stop, full of 
interesting structures including an oven with three vaulted chimneys where 
ore was smelted, several crumbling warehouses, and a mysterious celestial 
building that fills with moonlight during the summer equinox.  

Our next stop will be to Tierra Cuna Winery.  Here, we will enjoy local wine 
from their terroir, and a lovely charcuterie lunch with artisan salami and 
cheese.  

Continuing along, we will visit the talavera galleries of Dolores Hidalgo, and 
ice-cream at the plaza where we can only imagine what it may have been like
at 5 AM on the morning of September 16, 1810 when Father Hidalgo’s “Cry 
of Dolores” rang out across the small town, encouraging everyone to take up 
arms against the Loyalists of Spain.  Called El Grito, the church itself is not 
overly decorative to look at, but politically, it remains of great importance 
due to it’s connection to the event that triggered the War of Independence.  
From Dolores Hidalgo, we will finally depart for our final destination – being
the opulent city of Guanajuato.

Day 5

This morning we will enjoy a walking tour of Guanajuato.  Today’s tour will 
include the old granary, as an extension of our visit to El Grito in Dolores 
Hidalgo.  During the War of Independence, the rebels seized Guanajuato 
temporarily.  Unfortunately for them, when the Spanish Loyalists regained 
the city, they administered a horrifying “Lottery of Death,” which involved 
pulling the names of “winners” from a hat.  The forlorn winner was then 
subjected to heinous tortures before being hanged.  After Hidalgo and his 
men were captured in Chihuahua City, they were executed by firing squad, 
and their heads were sent back to Guanajuato, to be suspended on the granary
as a reminder of who was in charge.  Ironically, this backfired on the 
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Loyalists, as this reminder only maintained the fuel of anger among rebel 
forces, who eventually managed to defeat the Loyalists – paving the way for 
Mexico’s rise as an independent nation.  

Our walking tour will also include the birth home of Diego Rivera, which is 
now a small museum.  We will visit the Pipila, with fantastic views of this 
majestic city, and also the jam-packed Hidalgo Mercado.  This evening, we 
will meet at Juarez Theatre by 7:45 PM for an enchanting street theatre 
performance that will lead us to the Alley of the Kiss.

Day 6

This morning we will head for the bustling commercial centre of Leon, 
departing Guanajuato at 9 AM.  We will first stop at La Libertad Brewery, to 
tour a small beer making facility and sample their beer.  After exploring 
Mercado la Luz leather supply mercado, we will enjoy snacks and a lesson on
how to make Pico de Gallo at Chef Israel Salazar’s El Arrecife restaurant.  
After visiting Claudio’s Shoe Making workshop around the corner, we will 
return to El Arrecife for an early dinner party.  From here, we will head for 
our hotel in the UNESCO designated Lagos de Moreno.

Day 7

This morning we will enjoy a walking tour in this magnificent city-centre, 
enjoying many different structures that are protected as part of El Camino 
Real de la Tierra Adentro, including the famous bridge of Lagos de Moreno, 
two amazing churches, and the Mummy of Lagos de Moreno.

Day 8

This morning we depart Lagos de Moreno by 8:30 AM, heading for the 
Pueblo Magico Ojuelos de Jalisco.  The fortification of this small village is 
considered a significant structure along El Camino Real de la Tierra Adentro, 
as it was not only the first of seven fortifications built to protect the Spanish 
and their goods from indigenous warriors, but it is the only one of seven still 
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standing.  There is also a famous bridge here, that is protected by UNESCO 
as part of this route.  

We will depart Ojuelos de Jalisco at 2 PM for San Pedro Gogorron.  Named 
after Don Pedro de Arizmendi Gogorron, the property was obtained by 
Spanish philanthropist Don Felipe Muriedas, who transformed it into a 
successful Hacienda featuring a Mezcal and Textile factory, as well as 16 
wells that flowed with water reaching 40 degrees, which he purported had 
healing qualities.  We will arrive in San Luis Potosi on time for dinner and an
evening of relaxation.

Please note: This would be a great time to do laundry.  Please have it ready in the AM, 
so we can hand it to the hotel upon check-in. 

Day 9

Today we will explore the fabulous and under-rated city of San Luis Potosi.  
Calle Universidad and the San Luis Cathedral are both protected by 
UNESCO as part of our route, but the city is bursting with so many beautiful 
plazas and museums.  We will take an evening bus tour of the city, offering 
us great views of the colonial scenery.

Day 10

This morning, we will depart San Luis Potosi by 8:30 AM, heading along a 
route that actually deviates from the traditional Camino Real de la Tierra 
Adentro.  As there are still many locations and structures in this region that 
are recommended as UNESCO designations, it is possible that the Ogarrio 
Tunnel and Pueblo Magico ghost town of Real de Catorce may someday be 
part of this route.  For now, it’s just too fun to miss – and so we have included
it as part of our tour.

It is important to communicate with us, if you suffer from claustrophobia.  
The Ogarrio Tunnel is 2 KM of narrow, low-ceiling tunnel that passes 
through a section of the Sierra de Catorce, emptying traffic to what some 
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rightfully call the end of the world.  Hunched up against the slopes of one of 
Mexico’s highest plateau’s, this ghost town of 1000 was once home to 40,000
who relied on the mining industry here.  Seated at an altitude of 9000 feet, 
you will find the air slightly thin here – making this a great place to just 
unwind and enjoy people watching between a few exciting adventures.  Our 
first day will be gentle, so everyone will have a chance to acclimatize to the 
high altitude.  We will enjoy a relaxed walking tour of the town, followed by 
an evening of relaxation.

Day 11

This morning, our day will start with a bit of adventure.  Our guide Omar will
meet us at the hotel by 9AM, and lead us to an old bridge where we will 
mount horses for our ride to Cerro El Quemado.  The full tour takes about 3 
hours, which will lead us through the ruins of an old hacienda and out into 
the desolate Sierra de Catorce towards the sacred ceremonial grounds of the 
Wixaritari (Huichol).  We will dismount and climb for about 10-20 mins to 
reach a small temple, where we can purchase bead work from the Shaman, 
and even pay him a small fee for a cleansing. 

Cerro el Quemada is often confused as being Wirkuta, as this is where the 
Wixaritari hold Peyote Ceremonies to make offerings to the sun, which was 
born in Wirikuta.  Upon returning to Real de Catorce, we will have lunch and
then embark on a second exciting adventure, which will deliver us to 
Wirikuta, which is where the Wixaritari harvest peyote.

Our Jeep Willy ride down “the hill of the repentant” will not only deliver us 
to the peyote desert, literally thousands of feet below our starting point, we 
will also visit a picturesque mine site.  We do want to warn our guests that the
ride to the desert is hair-raising and exciting.  If you love an adrenaline rush, 
you may sit on top of the vehicle as we snake our way down a narrow, one-
way path with two-lane traffic, on the edge of a ravine.  For those of us who 
prefer a bit more safety, we can ride in the back of the willy.  This ride sounds
and seems much more dangerous than it really is – the drivers who use this 
road are watchful of one another, as they drive this road several times a day.  
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Day 12

For those who really love adventure on horseback, we have one last 
excursion that starts after breakfast.  Omar will bring the horses to our hotel, 
and this trip will take you straight up the mountain to an abandoned 
settlement now called Pueblo Fantasma (ghost town).  This ride will take you
up a series of steep switch-backs, and you will enjoy incredible views of Real
de Catorce and the surrounding area.  Highly recommended.  

For those of you who don’t wish to ride, spend the day relaxing, people 
watching and taking in the quaint loveliness of this small and special place.  

Day 13

We will depart Real de Catorce by 9 AM for the UNESCO City centre of 
Zacatecas.  Please note – there is only one bathroom between Real and 
Zacatecas, and this trip takes about 4 hours.  We will be passing by countless 
rolling hills, dotted with cactus.  When we arrive in Zacatecas, we will have 
lunch at La Lleyenda, then head to Rafael Coronel Museum of Masks.  

Day 14

This morning, we will depart Zacatecas by 8:30 AM for the ancient city of La
Quemada.  Archaeologists have many theories on this city, and their one 
certainty is that it was once razed.  This desolate site is surrounded by barren 
landscape, but is powerful and alluring.  Enjoy climbing up through the city 
for some excellent views of the surrounding area.  Upon returning to 
Zacatecas, we will have lunch.  Our next adventure will take us through the 
fourth level of Mina el Eden, where an awesome fossil museum is housed.  
After touring the historic mine, which was first constructed in the 1500’s, we 
will take an elevator to an opening near a gondola, that will whisk us across 
the city to Cerro la Bufa.  It was here where Chichimeca Warriors first 
showed the Spanish silver deposits, which not only resulted in the 
construction of Mina el Eden, but eventually was the cause of a massive war 
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that ended in Spanish retreat and major payments to indigenous warriors for 
the return of their precious metals.

This evening, we have reservations for a special dinner at a restaurant housed
in what was once a massive bull ring here.

Day 15

Enjoy a free day in the incredible city of Zacatecas.  There are countless 
heritage buildings, museums and plazas to enjoy here.   This evening, we will
enjoy our last evening at a restaurant now housed in what was Zacatecas’ 
original bull fighting arena.

Day 16

This concludes our Introduction to El Camino Real de la Tierra Adentro.  We 
will transport you to the airport for your departing flight to Mexico City.  If 
you would like to stay in Zacatecas for a few extra nights to enjoy further 
explorations here, please let us know in advance so we book your ticket for 
the date of your choice.

If you have enjoyed this tour, please stay tuned for our Conclusion to El 
Camino Real de la Tierra Adentro, which we are currently organizing.  This 
tour will start in Zacatecas, and take you on an exploratory journey to visit 
the bulk of UNESCO protected sites along this route, delivering you to the 
city of Chihuahua.  Not only did El Camino Real de la Tierra Adentro pass 
through the city of Chihuahua, this city is also a nice conclusion to the War of
Independence history, as this was where Father Hidalgo and his men met 
their demise.  We are excited to be offering Part 2 of this journey in 2021, and
hope you may join us.
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